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August 18, 2014 
 
To:  Todd Mereniuk, Assistant Registrar, College of Pharmacists of Manitoba 

 
From:  Canadian Society of Hospital Pharmacists – Manitoba Branch  
 
On behalf of the Executive of the Canadian Society of Hospital Pharmacists – Manitoba Branch, I 
wish to thank CPhM for the opportunity to review and comment on the draft Practice 
Directions document related to Patient Counselling. 
 
We would like to comment on the following sections: 
 

 Section 2.1:  Implies that counseling cannot be done by a student.  Section 62 (h) of the 
Regulations states that “educating a patient about their drug or drug therapy” can be done 
by students under direct supervision of a pharmacist.  The rest of the document should be 
revised to include students under direct supervision of a pharmacist. 

 Sections 2.3, 2.4, 2.6, 2.7, 2.11, 2.13, 2.14, and 2.15 all reference licensed pharmacists only.  
Is this intentional or should these Sections include Interns, Academic Registrants, and 
Students as well, as is the case in other sections? 

 Section 2.2.5.2 uses term “Drug-Therapy Problem” and Section 2.13 uses the term “Drug 
Related Problem”.  For clarity we suggest the use of one term only. 

 Section 2.10:  This section seams to remove the requirement for counseling for medications 
dispensed for inpatients of hospitals.  We agree with this.   Clarification may be needed for 
situations where the hospital pharmacy dispenses medications that are intended for the 
patient to administer their own medications, such as patients on Pass from the hospital or 
patients that are participating in Self Administration programs.  In these cases, instructions 
for use/ administration are often provided by unit nursing staff.  It would be virtually 
impossible for pharmacists to provide counseling for every patient receiving medications 
while on Pass from the hospital. 

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the draft Practice Directions.  Please feel 
free to contact us if further discussion or clarification is required. 
 

 
Patrick Fitch, BSP, A.C.P.R 
President 
Canadian Society of Hospital Pharmacists – Manitoba Branch. 


